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PREFACE. 



It was not till the mouth of December, 
1864, that any idea of writing this metrical 
composition entered my mind. 

A few lines were then hastily jotted 
down, and as various points or illustrations 
occurred, they too were jotted down, but 
without any order or arrangement. 

As I found the MS. growing rapidly and 
largely, and that some deemed it not un- 
worthy of being printed, I threw it into 
divisions pretty much as it now stands. 

The whole, with the exception of about a 
dozen lines, has been so written. 

Like many articles of rapid growth, it 
may be worth little or nothing; it may, 
perhaps, do good, and I hope it will. 



YlU PREFACE. 

Possibly the narrative, thus given, may 
find reception where otherwise it would not. 
Possibly it may revive the subject in the 
minds of some who may have forgotten it, 
and induce some to be more on the alert in 
this and similar matters than they otherwise 
would have been. 

By devoting more time and labour, the 
narrative might have been less imperfect; 
but I did not commence it with the view 
or in the expectation of producing a perfect 
composition, and I trust that those who 
feel an interest in the subject will favourably 
receive what is now submitted to their 
notice 

Temple, 

Janua/ry^ 1865. 



' SISTER THERESA/' 

NEE RYAN. 



I. 

SISTER THERESA. 



How different oft are childhood's days, 
And childhood's dreams so airy, 

In fond romantic visions decked 
As painted by some fairy. 

From what most by experience find 

When leaving their seclusion, 
The stem realities of life 

Dispel each sweet illusion.^ 

' It has been supposed that whether a professed 
nun or not, " Miss Kyan," alias " Sister Theresa," has 
been subjected to the regulations of some conventual 
institution. 



Fiction and fact too often blend^ — 
Like rainbow-colours bright^ 

Seeming to form one perfect whole 
From various shades of light. 

Not every lovely bud that blows 
To fruit mature will turn. 

As many a hapless mother knows^ 
And many have to learn. 

Can a nun's be a happy life ? 

It may be the reverse ; 
As shows the painful narrative 

We here in part rehearse. 



Many have found a convent's gloom 

So dull, so hard to bear. 
That by it they have oft almost 

Been driven to despair. 

True piety does not require 
Life spent in cloistered gloom. 

Where precious time is misapplied, 
And life's a living tomb. 



SISTER THERESA. 

II. 

FROM MILE-END TO "THE HOSPITAL OF ST. JOHN 
OF JERUSALEM AND ST. ELIZABETH, 

47, GREAT ORMOKD-STREETy QUEEN-SQUARE, LONDON.** 

We nothing of Miss Ryan know — 

Sad heroine of our tale — 
Nor how she came immur'd within 

The Nunnery's gloomy pale — 

Save what in common with you all 

We in the papers read ; 
And what they tell^ does make her case 

A grievous one indeed. 

On entering^ it seems that she 

Another name assumed^ 
As done by most of those within 

A convent's walls entombed. 
B 2 



'* Sister Theresa ^^ sounds as well 

And better far than some^ 
Who have^ through many centuries^ 

Been canonized by Rome. 

Prom Mile-end to Great Ormond-street — 

And here begins a tale^ 
Which, could it but be fully told, 

Would make one weep and wail — 

Prom Mile-end to Great Ormond-street, 

The distance is not great ; 
Whether three miles, or more or less, 

*Twere bootless here to state. 

There is in the Commercial-road 

A ''Nunnery or School,"* 
O'er which the Roman Catholics 

Bear undisputed rule. 

One day in last September's month 

Took place, as we are told, 
A scene remembered well by those 

Who did that scene behold. 

» See Note, Letter of " A. A.," p. 83. 



A crowd was pressing round the door, 

A cab was waiting there, 
And in it — as if stupefied — 

The prey of anxious care— 



A girl was lying, who appeared 

In age about sixteen. 
Of '* dark complexion,'' ' " very pale," 

As she near death had been. 



By-standers said, her fearful screams 
Heart-rending were to hear; 

Yet none of all those standing by 
To help her did appear ! ! 



"With some "black shawl or wrapper*' large 

She muffled was so tight, 
That one could scarce her face have seen. 

E'en in the broad daylight. * 



» Vide Letter of ''A. A.," in *' The Daily Telegraph,'* 
of Sept. 20, 1864. 

* This took place in the evening, as " A. A." informs 
us. See his letter in Notes, p. 83. 
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Perchance her limbs so close were bound 
That she could hardly move^ 

Or make one effort to escape, 
Which might successful prove f 



Two women held her. Whether they 
Were " Sisters/^ or were not, 

The story does not clearly say; 
But they were in the plot. 



Two men were there, to lend a hand, 

Of whom one rode away 
Upon the cabman^s box, and one 

Did in the building stay. 



A stander-by was told by him, 

'' It was a fever case ;'' 
'Tis possible, they wished her moved 

To some less public place. 



Maybe she was not fever-struck. 
Nor wandering in her mind ; 

But too truth-loving and too plain 
For those she left behind. 



We have not heard of what took place 
The rest of that drear eve; 

Nor when the cabman his sad fare 
In Ormond-street did leave. 

Nor if she passed in solitude 

Those gloomy hours away, 
From " dewy eve,^' till " rosy mom " 

Next usher'd in the day. 
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III. 

fffCR STAY AT "THE HOSPITAL OF ST. JOHN 
OF JEllUSALEM AND ST. ELIZABETH, 

47| Oaibat Oamokd-strbbt, Queen-square, London." 



IIow know wc that the hapless nun 
Who came from Mile-end way, 

Ii tho latne nun, with whom elsewhere 
Was made luch sad display ? 

If not| then two unhappy nuns, 

Instead of one, we find, '^ 
In something less than two short days, 

Sore illj or out of mind ; * 

* Soo Notes aiul Letters, pages 74, 83, 84. 

* '* A. A/* 8})eak8 of it as a case of fever. 
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And forc'd along our thoroughfares, 
Bound hand and foot, perchance, 

For some far distant nunnery 
In Belgium or in France. 



If the same nun, another point. 
And one of import, too. 

We find, as we investigate, 
Presented to our view. 



Now for one moment let us see 
How stand we as to dates ? 

Which of all those who letters wrote 
Is right in what he states ? 



The cabman fixes on a date ^ 

Which clearly coincides 
With the same day and hour at which 

The nun to Dover rides. 



' Wednesday, September 7 [see note 6], the nun 
left London, and arrived at Dover, Wednesday, 
Sept. 7. 
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Another gives the day before — 

Seeletterof"A. A./'— » 
And what he saw took place^ he says^ 

On the preceding day.^ 

Well, here we, then, a question ask — 

We pause for a reply — 
To make the matter clear and straight, 

On others it doth lie. 

From Tuesday eve to Wednesday eve 
Where was this hapless nun ? 

Who on this subject can throw light. 
And tell us what was done ? 

In that same hospital, perchance,^® 
She hand and foot was bound; 

And in it, or by night or day. 
No rest or peace she found. 



' This letter is given in extenso, vide p. 83^ 
• Tuesday, Sept. 6, *' A. A." witnessed the scene which 
he describes at the *' Nunnery or School," Commercial- 
road East. 

" Note 13, p. 14. 
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" Sister Theresa,^' did you meet 

A warm reception there ? 
Did " nursing sisters ^' round you fly, 

With kind and loving care ? 



Did she who has the chief control 
Your urgent wants attend ? 

Pour balm into your wounded soul, 
And prove herself your friend ? 



Did those of j^sculapian art 
Employ their skill and care 

To mitigate your suflferings great, 
And raise you from despair ? 



Who knows ? Oh ! some one ought to know 

Beside those rulers few 
Who o^er that hospital preside, 

But little saw of you. 



'' Of course the lady of the house 
Did all that she could do ; 
And nursing sisters, full of love. 
Around the sick one flew. 
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'' Of course the doctors who attend 
When sickness there takes place 
"Were speedily consulted^ too, 
On this distressing case/^ 

So some would say, and think that all 

Was well and kindly done ; 
We think not quite, as plain enough 

Might say that hapless nun. 

" Why think we so V some folk may ask ; 
" You were not there to see;'* 
True, we were not ; but you may know 
Some facts as well as we. 

The doctors never saw her once 

So long as she was there ; 
Nor did she in the least degree 

Their skills attention share. 

They did not know — 
They tell us so — 

Till she had gone away. 
She e'er had been 
That place within 

A single hour or day. 
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The first they heard 
Of what occurred 

Was through the daily press ;^* 
'Tis what they say, 
So clearly they 

Aflforded no redress. 



They add, that only a few hours 

The nun had rested there, 
Before proceeding on her way, 

And came not 'neath their care. 

From Tuesday, then, to Wednesday night. 
Where was this hapless nun ? 

Who on this point will throw more light, 
And tell us what was done f 

Was she not there a day and night. 

Or pretty near as long ? 
If cabman and '^ A. A/' are right. 

Are not these doctors wrong ? 



" See the letter of " The Medical Oflacers of St. John 
and St. Elizabeth," of 21st September, addressed to the 
" Daily Telegraph," in post, p. 84. 
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And then the Lady of the house. 

Who daily does provide 
For all the inmates, young or old, 

Who in that house reside, — 

Did she, with fond, maternal heart, 

As mothers would have done. 
Bestow all kind and loving care 

On this afflicted nun ? 

Who knows ? Why, all who read may know 

One plain and simple fact — 
No doctor jjras called in to say^* 

How in the case to act. 

But there she lay 
A night and day,^' 

Strange, perhaps, to all around; 
No friendly face 
Within the place. 

No one familiar sound. 

" Is it possible the Lady Superintendent, like the 
Medical Officers, knew nothing of "Sister Theresa" 
being there till she was gone ? 

" This is on the assumption our inference is correct, 
from the correspondence before referred to, and that if 
insane and violent, strong means may have been used 
to keep her quiet. 
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Sighing and crying, 
Moaning and groaning, 

All through the livelong night ; 
No wonder she 
Should crazy be, 

Or wild with dire aflWght. 
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IV. 

FBOM "THE HOSPITAL OF ST. JOHN OF JERU- 
SALEM AND ST. ELIZABETH, 

47, QRBAT ORMOND-STREBT," 

TO THE LONDON -BRIDGE STATION. 

It seems that in September last 

A cabman took his fare. 
At 47, Great Ormond-street, 

Just bordering on Queen-square. 

A hospital that house is termM 

For various complaints. 
St. John and St. Elizabeth 

Are called its patron saints. 

It has, too, a community" 

Of "nursing sisters" dear, 
The sick and dying to attend. 

To comfort, and to cheer. 

" See letter of the Medical Officers, Note, port, p. 84. 
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A poor young lady thence was brought^ 
And in that cab was placed, 

Sorely against her will^ and all 
With most suspicious haste. 



A woman help'd to carry her, 
And place her safe inside^ 

And then got in the cab herself. 
With two more nuns beside. 



One bade the cabman quickly drive, 
That they might not be late, 

But in good time at London-bridge, 
For train at half-past eight. 



If they could catch that tidal train, 

Those ladies did intend, 
From Dover's pier to take the boat. 

Thence going to Ostend. 

'* And, as you drive along/^ said one, 

'* If any cries you hear. 
Pray heed them not, but still go on. 

For all is straight and clear/' 
c 
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" The girl is mad ! " so he was told ; 

He therefore did not heed^ 
The cries she made to gain relief, 

But kept on at good speed. 

The Railway Station soon is reachM, 

And, on arriving there, 
The nun is from the carriage mov'd, 

And pWd in a Bath chair; 

And in it she was wheePd along. 
The wonder of the gaping throng; 

And by the tidal train, 
To Dover was compelled to go. 
For Ostend's boat, as well we know. 

Across the watery main. 

And so the cabman left his fare. 
And backward did return, 

While indignation deep and strong 
Within his heart did bum. 

As one might think, at witnessing 
Such cruel scenes — as he 

Beheld, and helping thus to send 
The nun across the sea. 
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He called^ as he was told to do^ 

In Ormond-street again^ 
To say they had arriv'd all safe^ 

And caught the Dover train. 

And when he, from " The Telegraph," 
The '^ painful case " did hear, 

He wrote the letter which at length 
Doth in our Notes appear. ^ 



" Fiflfop. 83. 



c2 
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V. 

FROM LONDON BRIDGE STATION TO DOVER. AND 
ON BOARD THE STEAMER FOR OSTEND. 



" Between sixteen and eighteen years/' 

The lovely nun might be, 
Whom these " two Sisters '' hastened on 

To parts beyond the sea. 

The care-worn look of one so young 

Did special note attract ; 
Was it some grief, some care, some loss. 

Did so her mind distract f 



Had some intense corporeal pain 

Made her, as we are told. 
Though young, to look so wan and thin. 

So "piteous to behold''? 



21 

We know not — ye who wish to know 
How all perchance may end, 

Be heedful yet a little while. 
And to our tale attend. 



* * * * 

^ 'r *n *n 



The train now starts from London-bridge ; 

It soon will Dover reach, 
Where waits "the good ship " Privilege, ^ 

Off Dover^s shingly beach. 



The train moves on ; its whistle shrill 
Has pierc'd the evening air ; 

Onward it rolls, and still is heard 
The shriek of wild despair. 



*• We have not the nanie of the vessel, ship, boat, 
packet, steamer, or what not. 

It is, however, beyond dispute that some sea-going 
craft did go from one of the Cinque Ports called Dover 
to a foreign port, Ostend, and that in such sea-going 
craft some persons did carry away this young lady, 
against her will, "to parts beyond the seas." 
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t 

Now fast, now slow, 
Now loud, now low. 

Is heard the piercing wail ; 
Yet none appear 
To interfere 

Upon the line of rail. 

And if the passengers did ask. 

As they approached a station. 
What caused the cries which they had heard- 

Those sounds of lamentation, — 

The answer ready was at once, — 

Ready not more than true. 
So far as they concerned were. 

Who answered thereunto — 

" 'Tis only what we railway guards 

Are oft compelPd to bear — 
From poor unhappy lunatics 

Beneath their keeper's care/' 

Hence none at any station did 

Attempt to interfere^ — 
Nor on the Dover platform wide, 

Nor on the Dover pier — 
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Nor on the ship, where gently blew 
The evening's cooling breeze — 

To free the nun, so borne away 
'^ To parts beyond the seas/' 



The ticket-takers did their work. 
The platform soon was gained; 

But of the shrieks which travellers heard 
None of them, more complained. 



The helpless creature once again 
Is from her carriage moved — 

An effort which, in her weak state. 
Perchance had fatal proved. 



Straight to the pier they hasten her. 
And thence on to the deck, — 

Where people must have noticed her 
Unless they eyes did lack, — 



To see the piteous, smitten girl 
In those two sisters' keeping ; 

Or ears did lack to hear the cry 
Of one so wildly weeping. 
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Some saw, aome lieurd, and paaaed akxng. 

As caring: nol to knoir. 
Or take a curious part in what 

Appeared a private woe. 



As hunying down the Dover pier. 
To catch the Ostend boat. 

One arm a sister round h» threw. 
And tightly pressed her throat, 



Lest the unhappy, suffering girl 
Again should help implcNre, 

And something say-— or scream aloud. 
As she had done before. 



But when the vessel gave a lurch. 
And loosened that tight grasp, 

*' Murder !'' the maiden shrieked aloud. 
As if with her last gasp. 



Onward they drag her by main force 

Till she is safe below. 
Where none can see, few hear, none help. 

To rescue her from woe. 
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It seemed to one who noticed well^ — 
Her limbs were firmly bound ; 

And what was seen and what was heard 
Did many there astound. 



The captain — a warm-hearted man^ 

As seamen mostly be — 
Noticed the scene^ and askM the cause 

Of all this misery. 



They said it was the case of one 
Whose mind had gone astray ; 

And with that answer satisfied, 
The captain turned away. 



And so departed the bright hope 
Enkindled in her mind. 

That in the Captain of the Ship 
A friend she now should find. 



The poor nun gazed with streaming eyes 
On the clear blue sky above — 

On the stars which in their courses rolled, 
And the moon which spoke of love. 
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And thought of her old happy home 
She ne^er should see again ; 

Gazed on the deck^ on all around^ 
And on the watery main. 



f Roll over me/' she inly sighM, 
" Your glittering waves, sea; 
Sweep me away in all your pride 
From those who torture me/* 



And she, perchance^ had done the deed, 
Had she just then been free, 

And thrown herself deludedly 
Into the glassy sea. 



The captain a deck-cabin gave, 
To make her suffering less; 

No doubt he very strongly felt 
To see her deep distress. 

The boat pursues its destined course 

Across the pathless sea. 
Bearing this poor young nun away 

In sleepless misery. 
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Or if she slept^ with wild affiright 
Oft starting 'midst the gloom of night 

With wild^ delirious screaming^ 

As if she had been dreaming 
Of sorrows past^ or woes to come^ 

Or her long-lost — and much-loved home. 
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VI. 

THE ARim^AL AT OSTEND. 

Now when the vessel reached Ostend, 

Which in due course it did, 
Those who had charge of this young nun 

To do as they were bid — 



Had still to use the same harsh means 
Which they had used before. 

At first to get her in the cab 
Close by the nunnery door; — 



Then, in or out the hospital. 
And on the platform too. 

And on the pier, and on the boat. 
In sight of all the crew. 
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And BOW the boat she will not leave^ 
To tread a foreign shore ; 

Perhaps e'en less willing to get out 
Than to get in before. 



No doubt quite sickened of their work 
Those "nursing^'' sisters'' were; 

We pity them, but how much more 
The girl beneath their care 1 



That lovely maiden of sixteen 
Whom they, some one to please. 

So ruthlessly did bear away 
" To parts beyond the seas." 



They,^* it was said, next day returned. 

But she was left behind 
With strangers — ^foreigners — alone — 

111 — helpless — out of mind ! 



" It is not plain whether they were some of the 
" nursing sisters " or from the Commercial-road ? 
" I have supposed the three returned. 
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Strange to the^ langaage which she hears, 

Strange to the sights around^ 
Strange to the nuns now nursing her. 

And strange to every sound : 

Well might her fate in truth be deemed 

A grievous one to be ; 
Can no one relative be found 

Into her case to see f 

We ask in name of common sense. 
Why should such things be done f 

Must we suppose this helpless maid 
The only maddened nun ? 

Has Ireland^ England, ne'er contained 

A maddened nun till now ? 
Or monk ? or clerk ? or layman good ? 

Who never took a vow ? 

" This would probably be the case if she were the 
child of poor Irish parents. We have not heard of 
anything contrary to it ; but of course we do not allege 
all this as positive fact. If she was the child of parents in 
a good position of life she might have known something 
of the language. But where are her parents, relations, 
and friends ? We fear the expression will be found the 
right word in the right place. 
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Alas 1 for poor humanity, 

In this its fallen state, 
Sorrow and pain and anguish dire, 

Too many such create. 

In every rank and order, too. 

In every state of life ; 
In either sex, in every age. 

Such malady is rife. 

And some, defective from their birth. 

In body or in mind. 
Are severed, by such sad defects. 

From most of human kind. 

But all who so afflicted are. 

Deep sympathy require. 
And evermore with anxious care 

Their dearest friends inspire. 

But is each Boman Catholic, 

When he is out of mind. 
Compelled to live in foreign lands,^ 

And leave his friends behind ? 

" See Note, p. 74. 
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If not, why was Miss Ryan sent 
To Belgium's Romish land ? 

Tlmt there may special motives be 
One well can understand. 

What are they none of us do know, 
They wish that we should not, 

For poor Miss Ryan may have been 
The victim of some plot ! 



VII. 

THE PRESS AND DOVEE. 

One travelling who had heard the shrieks 

Of which we lately spoke^ 
And deemM them not the fitting theme 

For some unfeeling joke ; 

Upon the subject felt so strongs 

He to the Press applied ; 
'' The fourth estate " within the realm, 

" The Press '' all " argus-eyed/' 

Then letters, articles, and meetings 

Did follow in quick train, 
And what has to this time been done 

Has not been all in vain. 

And first the " Daily Telegraph '' 

The subject did discuss. 
And persevered, altho* some deemM 

It made a needless fuss. 



34 

Not 80 think we^ our thanks it has 
For what it thus has done. 

But much more it has yet to do 
For this unhappy nun. 

And others who from time to time^ 

Or at this moment may 
Be forcibly, by convent rules. 

In nunneries made to stay. 

When to transact their own affairs 
Dover's Town Council met,* 

*' Sister Theresa's " painful case 
They did not all forget. 

Twas stated by the Mayor that she 
Had unto Bruges been sent. 

Where insane nuns are oft received. 
Worse evils to prevent. 

The Belgian Vice-Consul, too, 
Important statements made, 

Which we in substance have above 
Before our readers laid. 



^ 



♦ FiJer page Se. 
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The subject more important grows, 

And high official men 
Are forc'd against their will, perchance. 

To take it in their ken. 

And this they do, but not as those 
Had hop^d they would have done 

Who felt so deeply in the case 
Of this poor helpless nun — 

Whom Romanists had taken hence. 
We know not whom to please. 

Unlawfully removing her 
^^ To parts beyond the seas/' 



D 2 
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nil. 

POWXIXG-STREET. 

TBK HOME OPPICB. 



Tac case is an unpleassant one 
For those in IX^wuiug-ati^t; 

Yrt one they cannoi well evade. 
And which thev ought to racet 



Twlxt Protestants and Romanists, 

When matters do arise, 
jKc^iae seem to act as if they thought 

IV middle course most wise; 



Qt Wi to shelve a question^ which, 
w^^^lligM create 

^jfl^Bb|i wnoiigat those 
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And risk the loss of certain votes^ 
On which they must rely 

To have^ when a division comes^ 
A safe majority. 



The correspondence all is read 

Most diligently through, 
And the Crown ofiScers are asVd 

What course they should pursue ; 



Or what may their opinion be 

On case before them laid ? 
^Twas right, perhaps, Sir George should seek 

The Crown advisers' aid. 



And they gave answer clear and plain 

As answer well can be. 
That those who did conspire to take 

That nun beyond the sea ; 



Removing her, against her will. 
From England's law and land ; 

That law had broke, and for it might 
Before a jury stand. 
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To answer for the lawless deed. 

And suffer for it, too. 
As persons in a humbler state 

Would be compelled to do. 

No doubt of it, the point is one 

^^ As clear asABC;'' 
And yet, it seems, an Abbess great. 
Or one in something like her state, 
Shall be let off « Scot-free 'M ! 

Sir George, by Mr. Waddington,t 
Addresses Dover's Mayor, 

Commencing his Epistle with 
Eecitals seeming fair ; 

And, stating that which we just now 
Have said was the opinion 

Of those who forcibly abduct 
From out the Queen^s dominion. 

Adds, '' Inasmuch as those concem'd 

Appear not to have been 
Mov'd by improper animus '' — 

So far as he had seen — 

+ Ficfe page 87. 
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''An intimation has been sent 
To her who now presides 

At the aforesaid hospital, 
And its arrangements guides, 



" That he, Sir Gteorge, proposeth not 

To put the law in force. 
Nor institute proceedings strict. 

Which he might do, of course ! 

" But, while condoning one oflFence, 

He lets her understand. 
If she, a second time, shall break 

The law of this our land. 



" By taking part in any case 
Like this we have in view ; 

If factsjigain before him come. 
And if those facts prove true; 



" He, as in duty bound, he thinks, 
A warning gives to her, — 

The consequence she then must take 
Of what may then occur/' 
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Such is the dictum lately framed. 
And sent from Downing-street ; 

The merits of this startling case 
It does not seem to meet. 



Victor EmmanueFs Ministers 
Let monks and nuns go free, 

While Queen Victorians seem inclined 
To leave them as they be. 



There ^s no infallibility 

In Pope or Church of Rome ] 
And we the same with truth may say 

Of some much nearer home. 



If every Mayor of every town 

The ^^ first offence ^^ should pardon. 

Such course would seem adapted well 
Less to amend than harden. 



The second some might also view, 
On some such like pretence. 

As wanting elements of guilt. 
To constitute offence. 
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Should all J.F/s their key-note take 
From this well-known epistle, 

The calendars of crime would soon 
With "first offenders'' bristle. 



The Council now of Dover's town 
Discuss it at some length. 

And seem to feel the letter read 
Devoid of proper strength ; 



Ask how Sir George cotdd enter in — 
(With feelings e'er so tender) — 

Could enter into motives, hid. 
Of any one offender ? 



They say much more, and intimate 

A very strong desire 
That Parliament into the case 

Most fully should inquire. 



For kindest motives sometimes lead 
To ends not seeming kind ; 

And discipline, too harshly urged. 
May overturn the mind. 
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And bring the body's strength so low 

That neither can regain 
The buoyancy which once was their's 

But ne'er will be again. 
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IX. 
AN ILLUSTRATION. 

OABB 07 

EXCESS 07 WELL-INTENDED DISCIPLINE 
PROVING FATAL : 



There was a man who^ some time since. 

Did beat a boy to death. 
Chasing him round and round the room. 

Till well-nigh out of breath; 

Intending, in each thing he did. 

The welfare of the child. 
And hoping his good end to gain 

By treatment harsh or mild. 

And now with kindness coaxing him. 

Now using canes or sticks. 
With soft persuasion urging now. 

And now, perchance, with kicks^ 
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One gloomy eve, when perhaps the boy 
Was dull " beyond compare,'* 

His discipline he urged too far. 
While meaning but to scare — 

The stubborn boy was so misused. 

His soul did pass away. 
And that poor child upon the ground 

A lifeless corpse did lay. 

He did not mean. 
Full well I ween. 

Such sad effects should follow. 
In every scream 
He saw a gleam 

Of hope — which all proved hollow- 
That some great change was taking place 

In mind or moral feeling ; 
And every blow he did inflict 
Was wounding — but for healing. 

^ The child appears relenting now ; 

He quickly will give in, 
And henceforth far more pliant be 
Since I have beaten him.*' 
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The master was in one sense right, 

In one entirely wrong, — 
But had no right that boy to beat 

So harshly and so long. 

The boy — we knew him not — ^the boy 
May have been dull and slow, 

Scarce knowing sixpence from a groat 
When ask'd the same to show. 

Perchance of weak corporeal frame. 
And feebler still of mind ; 

Many are so, and they require 
A treatment the more kind. 

The boy gave in; 
For flesh and skin, 

Muscle and nerve did quail ; 
They could not bear 
The wear and tear. 

And life itself did fail. 

The boy died 'neath the hand of one 
Who should have been his friend ; 

Of one who wish'd to do him good. 
And thought not of such end. 
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The master said 
The boy was dead^ 

And died in a bad fit, 
But some of those. 
Both friends and foes^ 

Believed it not a bit. 

Yet just now all went smoothly on 

As in a common case, 
And no one ventured to allege 

There had been conduct base. 

The undertaker was call'd in 

For shroud and coffin meet. 
And the sad work to him assign^ 

Did properly complete. 

The sexton, too, had dug the grave 

And tolled the solemn bell. 
And some Divine, in vestments grave. 

Read service funer&l. 

Then were there heard those humbling words 

So properly enjoin'd 
For such a solemn time, which we 

In our Church service find — 
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" Ashes to ashes/' " dust to dust ; '' 
Till the last trumpet's sound 

We lay this body in the grave 
In hope it may be found 



Eising from deep corruption's tomb^ 

To bliss without alloy^ 
Mortal for immortality. 

And neyer-ending joy. 



m * m m 

m m m m 



Rumour, with her ten thousand tongues, 

The matter widely spread ; 
And gathering strength as rolling on, 
Said in emphatic language strong, 

The boy was murdered. 



The lifeless body from the grave 
Was dug and brought to light ; 

And they who saw it, one and all. 
Have not forgot the sight. 



60 



The law stepped in, too late to save. 

But not too late to say 
That one who acts so cruelly 

The penalty must pay. 



The Master then his trial took — 
Ours we must some day take — 

And the facts noted in his book 
The Judge did duly state. 

And judge and jury did decide 

He must to prison go, 
In durance vile for some long years 

That child, for beating so. 



He did not mean to kill the child. 
It was ^^ his first offence " ; 

But that was no excuse say those 
Possessed of common sense* 



Yes ; so said all of that sad case. 

And so say all of this, 
That persons should well punished be 

When they will do amiss. 
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His motives may have been as good 

As those of any man^ 
As those of any sisterhood 

Whose motives we may scan. 







To paral; ie the linr 
Or tbosc who it 
PcfciMnicc, to 



Rome playfl witli parties in the Sine, 
An children plsy with toys; 

All if ^ntr fitaternnen were not men, 
flMt fnirrely little boys. 
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They tliink to make a tool of Bome^ 
While Rome of them makes tools — 

Bomb, which would ruin every land 
O'er which her system rules. 



Yes, even now she seeks to hold 

Each party at her feet. 
And that which comes to terms with her 

May sit in Downing-street. 



Unless this point is made quite plain, 

Whatever you discuss — 
That those who will make laws for Bome 

Shall not make laws for us. 



Above mere party place your faith. 

Your liberty and laws ; 
With common ends to gain or lose, 

Join in one common cause. 



And have a party of your own. 
So banded, firm, and wise, 

That none by Bomish influence mov'd 
Shall ever dare despise. 
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The people much dislike the course 
By the Home Office taken^ 

And think impartial justice has 
To some extent been shaken. 

" Indeed^ indeed^ 'twas not well done/' 

And that is what they say, 
" Though done by Mr. Waddington, 

And ' Secretary Grey/ 

'' But here the matter must not stop, 
It may not, cannot rest; 
Its great importance to us all 
Can never be expressed. 

" If we're alive 

In 8ixty*five» 
When Parliament shall meet, 

Some one shall stand, 

With* hat in hand,' 
And, rising on his feet. 

At once shall ask — 

'Tis no great task — 

How doth this mattor lie f 
And say the English people wish 
T^ * know the reaaon why.' 
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"Wish I more than wish — they mean to know 
How fare their sisters dear 
Whom Romanists away do stow 
In nunneries far and near/' 



** What law superior to our own 
Can override the land f 
The law of Rome^f Papal Rome— 
We must and will withstand. 



^No jurisdiction shall the Pope 

Of Rome o'er us possess^ 
Though we may tolerate all those 
Who do Rome's faith profess. 



'^ Is there a spot on British ground 
Where British law won't run, 
To liberate the monk enslav'd. 
Or free the spell-bound nun ?" 



The common law of England, 
The law of common sense. 

Our ancestors did oft protect 
Against the Pope's pretence. 
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The statute law of England 
Is the common law refinM^ 

And amplified by learned men 
Of sound judicial mind — 

To meet requirements varying wide 
In years long pass'd away, 

And mould the common law to suit 
The past and present day. 

The canon law of Rome we hold 

Subject to each of these; 
We own it not to be our law, 

But as our law may please. 

The barons bold, 
In days of old, 

A bold position took ; 
Their heads they bared. 
And all declared, 

With most defiant look — 

■' That England's laws by priestly hand 
Of Eome should ne*er be changed, 
Nor loyalty of subject be 

From England's King estranged." 
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Each loyal subject ought to have 

A castle in his home ; 
Has found it long^ and still may find, 

Despite the Church of Rome. 



The law declares in simple terms 

All Englishmen are free, 
And none by force shall them remove 

To parts beyond the sea. 



Nay, more than this — that slaves by birth. 
On touching England's shore. 

Shake off their manacles at once, 
To put them on no more. 



No high, no low, no rich, no poor. 
The law's keen eye can scan. 

When dealing out their legal rights 
As between man and man. 



The monarch he shall not oppress — 
Our Queen would never do it — 

The injured, they shall find redress, 
Those doing wrong shall rue it. 
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Our Queen? Oh, no! Heaven bless our Queen ! 

Is England^s daily prayer; 
Yes, bless our Queen — our noble Queen — 

And bless the Prince, her heir ! 



And bless the Princess and the babe, 
With blessings rich and rare ; 

And them and us, in Heaven^s good time. 
For the great change prepare I 



^ ^ *p ^ 

^r ^^ ^p ^p 



'* Then let us go and ask the Queen, 
If nothing else is done, 
To have the poor young creature aeen- 
The poor afflicted nun — 



*' Whom Romanists, illegally — 
We know not whom to please — 
Have taken far from British ground, 
' To parts beyond the seas/ '^ 
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XI. 



A FRAGMENT OF A FRAGMENT." 

THE SADLY AFFLICTED NUN IN SOLITARY SECLUSION. 

Imagination's airy wing 

Now takes discursive flighty 
But homeward it can nothing bring 

In which she doth delight. 

Past, present, future, one by one 

In reverie flit by ; 
Bright days are gone — the dark have come — 

And darker yet seem nigh. 

** This was commenced as part of II., but as it pro- 
gressed seemed so little applicable to any portion of the 
case, so far as what has appeared in the public press is 
concerned, that it is placed here as a fragment. 
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And fact and dream are blended now 
In one confusing maze ; 

Tho' dark she sees^ though closed her eyes^ 
They still on something gaze^ 
Or seem to gaze 

'' Was that a voice my ear then heard ? 
Was it a sight I saw^ 
Like some ill-omenM ugly bird 
With horrid beak and claw f 

'' What do I feel, or think I feel ? 
Or see, or think I see ? 
Oh ! how my very senses reel, 
All seems a mockery. 

" What do I hear, or think I hear ? 
A dull and whizzing sound ; 
Now slow, now fast, now dull, now clear. 
Keeps going round and round ? 

'^ Oh ! am I mad ? or seeming so. 
They say Fm mad, indeed — 
My heart feels broken — but for me 
Ah ! who can intercede? 



61 

^ A nun's life diflfers far from what 
I hop'd it might have been^ 

Ere by my own experience sad 
Its miseries I had seen. 



^ Time slowly goes, too slowly goes. 

Each moment seems an age; 
Oh, shall I ne'er escape my foes, 
Ne'er leave this horrid cage ? " 

We know not what had taken place, 
Nor should we wish to know, 

Save to prevent a second time 
The sight of such a show. 



Strange things may happen, 'tis well known. 

Where silence and seclusion 
And darkness, lend a hiding place 

To favour the delusion. 



Her mind in childhood's days, if sound. 

Why is it unsound now ? 
Did she become insane before. 

Or since she took her vow ? 
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Behold her so in either case, 
The dupe of superstition — 

And all possessed of feeling hearts 
Must pity her condition. 



Now wild— of absent ones she ravesj 

As if they were close by ; 
Now harshest treatment boldly braves 

Almost without a sigh. 



Yet now and then the frantic mind 
Breathes out in plaintive sounds, 

Or she invokes the various saints 
With which the place abounds. 



For many a saint. 
In stone or paint, 

Adorns the building's walls; 
But all her groans. 
And weary moans. 
They heeded not 
A single jot. 

However loud she calls. 
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Nor e'er will heed. 
Nor intercede; 

They hear not what she says : 
Though she invoke, with ceaseless cry. 
No saint on whom she calls is nigh, 

Through wearied nights and days. 
Of long-continued, useless prayer. 
Lost in empty, vacant air. 



'Tis dull outside, 'tis dull within — 
'Tis gloomy all around — 

So silent one might hear a pin 
Slow falling on the ground. 



But '' parting day '* now adds its gloom, 

And twilight^s gentle shade 
Throws its dark, pensive, magic spell 

Around the cloistered maid. 



Some love to sit and watch bright day 

Sink soft to " dewy eve," 
With pleasant friend to while away 

The hours which so deceive. 
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But ah ! for her no loving friend. 

No pleasant twUight scene ; 
Her troubles seem to have no end. 
Her lot is cast in deepest gloom, 
From day to day, from mom to noon. 

No friend by her is seen. 

Who, then, can wonder that a nun, 
Immur'd, and thus distress^, 

With no confiding friend to share 
The sorrows of her breast, 

Should bend and sink beneath the weight 

Of mental grief and pain, 
And pine, in lonely wretchedness. 

Her liberty to gain ? 

How sad to be so much alone, 

Without or fire or friend ; 
How cold the chill of the damp stone. 

On which the knee to bend. 

Performing penances enjoined 

By priest or abbess stem. 
To break or bend the human mind. 

Till it submission learn. 



65 

Till not a thought, or wish, or will, 

Shall animate the soul. 
Cold as the grave — and death-like still, 

And ice-bound as the pole. 

Nay, worse than that, till, trained awry, 

Or, as in Lethe, steepM, 
The soul has not a wing to fly. 

And conscience goes to sleep ; 



Or, wakened from its slumber, turns 

Away from what is right — 
Taught by misguiding priestcraft, learns 

Darkness, to take for light, 



To turn deaf ear, as adders do. 

To music e'er so sweet ! 
And father's voice and mothei^'s voice 

With mockery to treat. 



But penances, though most severe. 

And faithfully perform'd, 
The smitten soul have never cheer' d, 
sNor sinful soul reform'd. 
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They have no power to reconcile. 

Or give the conscience peace ; 
They cannot calm the troubled soul. 

Nor bid its tumults cease. 

In Jesus Christ true peace is found ; 

He died for great and small. 
And if we trust in Him alone ^ 

Will surely save us all. 

May Heaven have mercy on the souls'* 
Of those whom Rome would slay ! 

And bring them from that erring Church^ 
To light of heavenly day I 

** " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved." — Acts xvi. 31. 

*■ "Come out of her, my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues." — Rev. xviii. 4. 

'* "As the Church of Jerusalem, Alexandria, and 
Antioch, have erred ; so also the Church of Eome hath 
erred, not only in their living and manner of cere- 
monies, but also in matters of faith." — Article XIX. 
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XII. 

DEBBT. 

AL BOARD, 
NUNS AT THE CONVENT, NOTTINOHAM-ROAD. 

Where Derwent rolls its ancient stream, 

Through Derby^s ancient town, 
There stood, not very long ago, 

A place of some renown : 

A Nunnery, — by the public road, 

To Nottingham that goes. 
But which has passed away almost 

As quick as it arose. 

This Nunnery had been a place 

Of most pretentious kind ; 
Wide in extent, well walPd around, 
. With garden large behind. 
F 2 
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It chanced, when all was calm and still 

In that sequestered spot, 
One from a neighbouring building saw 

A scene not yet forgot — 

A grave was dug, and in that grave 

A coffii^ soon was placed, 
And buried deep, and covered so 

As nought might soon be traced.^ 

The thing got wind throughout the town, 

And then to light it came, 
That a poor nun was buried there, 

Though no one knew her name. 

How she had died no one could tell, 

For inquest none did call ; 
No notice had the Registrar 

That she wafs dead at all. 

She passed away as if unknown 

By all except the few 
Who in that Nunnery did live. 

And all about it knew. 



n 



" Remarks of Mr. Stone, p. 95. 



And so, too — many, year by year, 

Unknown may pass away. 
In various buildings rais'd for Rome, 

E'en in this present day. 

In this our land of liberty. 

In century Nineteen, 
These buildings, rismg right and left, 

Are daily to be seen. 

Some members of the IQurial Board 

A meeting did convene;** 
That whether all was right or wrong 

Most clearly might be seen. 

It then turned out no less than three 

Within the Nunnery^s wall 
Had buried been, not one of whom 

Was registered at all. 

Their names — we mean their proper names- 

Their parentage and friends. 
Do nowhere we believe appear; 

It suits not Romish ends. 

" By Notice dated 24th September, 1856, p. 90. 
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The Abbess pleaded ignorance — 

It was her first offence^ — 
Most criminals are not let off 

On any such pretence. 

But what about the priests^ who ought 

Most clearly to have known 
The law on such important points^ 

And did — as hath been shown?* 

The Burial Board resolved to send — 

They wisely so resolv'd — 
Some statement of the case^ that so 

The truth might be evolvM, 

By strict inquiry, promptly made 

By Secretary Grey, 
Before whom they accordingly 

The case did duly lay. 

*' This, we suppose, refers to the last interment, 
which was contrary to the Order in Council dated 
October 18th, 1854, and not to either of the two former 
interments, nor to the burials having taken place 
without any notice to the Registrar. 

^ Remarks by the Rev. J. D. Massingham, p. 93, 
who states a conversation between his clerk and the 
two Romish priests of Derby on the subject. 
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Now what were the results which came 

From such inquiry made 
Has not before the Derby Board 

Up to this day been laid. 

Yet we believe some priest was told 

The law had broken been. 
And on his promise never more 

The law to contravene 

In such a case — the matter droppM ; 

But some can clearly prove 
They were within six months or so 

The body to remove. 

Yet more than six years passM away 
Ere this was duly done, — 

If we have ascertained aright 
The name of this poor nun;** — 

And others, numbering three in all, 
Who once had been interred 

Deep in the convent burial-ground, 
As hath been well averred. 



'• Vide Note, p. 98, and copy of " Certificate of 
Burial," p. 102. 
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NOTES, ETC. 



* These are the words used by " A A." in his letter 
to the " Daily Telegraph," post, p. 83. The following is 
what we find in " The Catholic Directory " for 1864, 
p. 26 :- 

" E. 4- C!oMMBRciAL-ROAD East, K SbSb. HHatg anU 
"iWidjael. (1861.— Opened 8 Dec. 1856.) Eew. William 
" Kelly (Missionary Rector), Joseph Frederick Padbury, 
"William Bourke, Thomas Francis Gorman, and 
" Thomas Seddon. Mass on Sund at 6, 7, 8, 9, and 
** 10, with a short disc at each Mass. High Mass at 11, 
" with Serm. At 3 p.m. Cat Instr and Bened for the 
" children. At 7 p.m. V, Serm, and Bened. On H Ds 
" the same, exc High Mass at 10. On W Ds Mass at 
" 7, 8, and 9. On Thurs Eos, Serm, and Benedic at 7. 
" On 1st Frid of month and every Frid in Lent the 
" Stats and Bened. Confess every mmg from 7 to 9, 
" and on Wed Frid and Sat evngs from 6 to 10. Bap 
" on Sund at 1 and 3, and on Tues and Thurs mmgs at 
" 10. On these two days Churchings aft Bap. Confrats 
" of B Sacr, Bos, ScapiUar, Chr Doct, and Bonar Mors, 
" St. George's Workhouse, St. George's-in-the-East 
" London Hospital, Mile-end-road." 
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' The cabman says he took his fare from Great 
Ormond-street on Wednesday week, which, on referring 
to the Almanack, will be found to be the same evening 
in which, by all accounts, she arrived at Dover. (See 
his Letter, past, p. 83.) 

"A. A 's case is on the Tuesday preceding. (See his 
Letter, jtxw^, p. 83.) 

Where, then, was this young lady from Tuesday 
evening to Wednesday evening ? 

Was she at the Hospital of " St. John of Jerusalem 
and St. Elizabeth"? 

The medical officers of that Listitutlon say she wa« 
there only a few hours, and was not seen by them. 

Then where was she the other portion of time between 
Tuesday evening and Wednesday evening ? 

Considering her state either of bodily or mental health, 
why was she not seen by them ? 



Since the above was sent to press, we have lodced 
up a paragraph from a paper, dated Nov. 21, headed, 
" Cardinal Wiseman and the alleged Abductien of a 
Nun," in which he is represented to have said : — 

** The young woman did not belong to St Elizabeth 
Hospital, but was only there for one night." 



^ Since writing this we have referred to " The Ca- 
tholic Directory, Ecclesiastical Eegister and Almanac " 



-^ 
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for the year of our Lord 1864 Permissu Superwrum^ 
published by Bums and Lambert. 

In that publication, at pp. 188, 189, we find under 
the heading of ** Metropolitan Public Institutions," with 
the name of the Mission from which they are attended, 
no less than nine Lunatic Asylums. 

Can we do otherwise than infer that there are Eoman 
Catholics in some if not in every one of these ? 

Is it not likely there are some in other Lunatic 
Asylums throughout the country ? Why are all those 
left ? or why is Sister Theresa taken ? What is the 
rule? what the exception? What principle guides? 
What control has, or exercises the Home-office ? 



«A PAINFUL SIGHT." 



" Sir, — I witnessed what to me was a very painful 
sight on Wednesday night, at Dover. I was taking an 
evening's walk on the pier when the mail arrived from 
London. The Calais and Ostend boats were about 
ready for starting, when everybody was alarmed by a 
loud shriek from some female. I made all haste to the 
place from whence the noise came, when, to my great 
surprise, I met two nuns, carrying by main force a 
beautiful girl, of from sixteen to eighteen, to the Ostend 
boat. She was dragged along by head and feet. When 
they had got her on board, she shouted and screamed 
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again. She was taken below as soon as possible, and I 
beard no more of her. I wondered if the girl was 
being taken against her wish to some dismal conyent, 
which, if one may judge from the company she was in, 
seemed likely. Was she insane? The intelligence I 
saw in her countenance gave no indication of insanity. 
I shall be pleased if any person who was present can 
throw any light on so sad a picture, which I turned 
from with an aching heart 

** I am, Sir, yours, &c., 
" London, Sept. 9^A." "^ N. M. 

--The Daily Telegraph, Sept. lOth, 1864. 



"Sir,— I beg to corroborate the account given by 
your correspondent *N. M/ of the painful spectacle 
witnessed at Dover upon the arrival of the South- 
Eastem mail from London, at 10.35 p.m. on the night 
of Wednesday last. I travelled in the same train, and, 
previous to leaving London, had my attention drawn 
to the party, consisting of two nuns and a lay sister in 
charge of a young girl, whose careworn features, either 
from mental or bodily anguish, were pitiful to behold. 
As tbe patient (?) was being hurried down the stex)s of 
the pier to the boat, it was evident that her limbs were 
firmly secured, whilst the arm of a sister forcibly com- 
pressed the throat of the sufferer, to prevent any cry of 
distress escaping. Arrived upon the deck of the vessel, 
a lurch having doubtless compelled the parties to relax 
their hold of the victim, the poor wretch gave vent to 
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a terrible and thrilling shriek, followed by the cry of 
* Murder ! ' I, together with the gentleman who 
accompanied me, consider the presence of the respect- 
able-looking, though certainly not lady-like, lay sister 
as a blind ; and the conviction was unwillingly forced 
upon us that the poor creature was being hurried away 
lest obtrusive inquiry might bring to light some sinister 
act, for the safety of the performers of which an escape 
to a Catholic country was deemed prudent. 

" Who was the lay sister ? and what was her relation 
to the unwilling captive ? "Who and where are the re- 
latives of the young lady ? Possibly these questions 
truthfully answered would do much to allay the anxiety 
felt in the case by many others, as well as. Sir, 

** Yours, &c., 
''Septmhr "W. H. P. 

— -7%e Daily Telegraph, Sept VMh, 1864. 



ITI. 

" Sir, — In the name of all that is manly, why did 
not ' N. M.' and ' W. H. P.* interfere on behalf of the 
poor victim, and rescue her from the nuns' clutches ? 
If the police even had declined to take charge of the 
case, the fair-play feeling of the bystanders would have 
supported our friends in their endeavours to prevent a 
poor girl being sacrificed in so terrible a manner. 
Her screams and cry of ' Murder ! ' ought to have 
brought her some immediate assistance. 
" I am, Sir, yours, &c., 

''Sept.l^r "W. M. W. 
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" Sir, — Your two correspondents, * N. M.' and 
*W. H. P.', describe the painful sight witnessed by 
them at Dover on Wednesday night last, when a young 
lady was dragged from the mail train on board the 
packet by two nuns and a lay sister. ' W. H. P.' now 
demands, ' Who and where are the young lady's rela- 
tives? Who was the lay sister?' &c. Why did he 
not th^n endeavour to find out these facts for himself ? 
Surely a person — more especially a young lady — Abound, 
and with her throat compressed, to prevent her calling 
for aid, and her single cry of ' Murder ! ' would have 
been sufficient wan'anty for his having asked these 
questions for himself ; and, if he did not receive satis- 
factory answers, drawing the attention of the jJblice to 
the circumstance. I cannot understand a man — an 
Englishman— with that cry and shriek ringing in his 
ear, looking passively on. 

" Perhaps some of your correspondents can suggest 
some way to clear up the mystery that at present hangs 
over the affair. Could not the captain of the packet 
throw some light on the subject ? The parties must 
have given their names and destination to either the 
mate of the boat or to the officer at the douane. I trust 
the affair will not be allowed to drop till some explana- 
tion has been given. 

''Septl^r «C. L. M. 

—Daily Telegraphy Sept, 14, 1864. 
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" Sir, — How was it that your correspondent 
'W. H. P./ who was so deeply impressed that an 
iniquitous proceeding was being enacted, did not make 
some effort to protect the unfortunate female, who, to 
all appearance, was being forcibly carried off, and so 
apparently against her consent ? Surely, Sir, the cry 
of * Murder* should have induced 'W. H. P.' to inter- 
fere. " Yours, &c., 

''S^tur "C. S. B. 

—DaHy Telegraphy Sept 14, 1864. 



"TO THE EDITOR OF 'THE DAILY TELEGRAPH. 

"Sir, — I have no hesitation in saying that either 
your correspondents, * N. M.* and * W. H. P.,' are 
imtruthful, or they are unworthy of the name of 
Englishmen. Why did they not at once interfere, 
and prevent the fearful assault they say they saw ? 
Why did they not call on the bystanders to aid them 
in rescuing the unfortunate girl 1 They had plenty of 
time, for, according to * N. M.,' he had time to observe 
that the girl was beautiful — was being dragged by two 
nuns, one at the head and the other at the feet of the 
victim ; and * W. H. P. * had time to observe that the 
girl had * careworn features, either from mental or 
bodily anguish.* He also observed that there was one 
lay-sister with her. Will either of your correspondents 
venture to go before a magistrate and lay an inf orma- 
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tion against the captain of the vessel for taking on board 
a young person dragged there by brutal violence ? Has 
either of your correspondents given any information to 
the police ? Did either of your correspondents inquire 
the name of the vessel? Why, Sir, * W. H. P.' had 
time to consider the presence of a * lay-sister * as a blind 
— had time to see she was not lady-like — had time to 
have the conviction unwillingly forced upon him— and 
the gentleman who accompanied shared his conviction — 
that the poor creature was being hurried away Mest 
obtrusive inquiry might bring to light some sinister 
act, which {sic), for the safety of its performers, an 
escape to a Catholic country was deemed prudent.' 
And yet *"W. H. P.* remained, and * made no sign.' 

"I have been engaged in hundreds of criminal cases — 
I have had for many years to spend the greater portion 
of my time in sifting evidence ; but never have I met 
before so weak a case, or one bearing upon the face of 
it greater marks of untruthfulness in the relators ; or, 
if your correspondents prefer the alternative, greater 
cowardice. 

" Can * W. H. P.' tell us how he distinguished the 
' lay-sister ' from the nuns ? Can he, or * N. M.* tell 
us how these nims were dressed ? for if they, or either 
of them, be able to do so, the order to which the nuns 
belong can be at once ascertained, and proper inquiries 
might be instituted. 

" I am. Sir, yours, &c., 

" Yorhshirey Sept. 13." ** A Barrister. 

—Daily Telegraphy Sept 16, 1864. 
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VII. 

"to thb editor of 'the daily telegraph.' 

"Sir, — I am not a little surprised to find a barrister 
writing in a tone of wholesale condemnation. I do not, 
of course, know how he would have conducted himself 
mider the circumstances. I have nothing to say as to the 
charges of untruthfulness which he so freely makes. I 
shall only be too glad to have the whole case sifted 
thoroughly. The moment I saw them I addressed 
myself to a policeman, and earnestly inquired if he 
knew anything about the case. When I heard the 
shriek, I thought some lady had fallen off the pier, and 
could not for a few moments hear anything to the con- 
trary. * A Barrister * must not forget that it was nearly 
eleven o*clock at night, and all the time I had in the 
case would not be more than two minutes from the time 
I saw them to the time they had got securely on board. 
I did not hear the cry of * Murder ! * as described by 
' W. H. P.* I do not know the name of the boat they 
went in. There would be no difficulty in ascertaining 
that, and the name of the captain also. 

** I am, Sir, yours, &c., 

''S^t.ie:' "N. M." 



VIIL 
*' TO THB EDITOR OF * THE DAILY TELEGRAPH.' 

" Sir,— The truthfulness of my statement, published 
in the * Daily Telegraph ' of Tuesday last, is fully borne 
G 
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out by the explanation given by Alderman Latham at a 
Meeting of the Dover Town Council :— * He had ascer- 
tained that the young person in question was brought 
down to Dover by two nuns and a lay woman. She had 
been heard screaming '^ Murder!*' and considerable 
force was used in getting her on board the packet.* 
'A Barrister's' precipitate charge of wholesale mis- 
representation I think therefore falls to the ground. 
By the term ' lay sister/ I meant a woman, not a nun. 
The alternative he leaves me is equally applicable to the 
police, who were present, and a considerable knot of 
spectators. I am aware an opinion prevailed as to her 
insanity ; but, not being myself satisfied upon that 
point, I considered publicity the best means of eliciting 
the truth. Knowing inquiry was being instituted, I 
should not have troubled you further, had I not felt 
compelled to reply to the unjust and intemperate 
invective of your legal correspondent. 

• " I am, Sir, yours, &c., 
''Septl^r "W. H. P. 

^Daily Telegraph, Sept, 19, 1864. 



IX. 

"Sir, — Having noticed in your paper a letter de- 
scribing how a young lady was taken on board one of 
the packet-ships at Dover by two nuns and another 
person, the young lady at the time struggling and 
crying ' Murder ! ' I think it my duty to tell you that I 
was called with my cab on last Wednesday week to take 
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up a fare at Queen Elizabeth*s Hospital, attached to the 
Boman Catholic Nunnery, 47, Great Ormond-street. A 
young lady was carried out by a nun and some other 
person, and placed in the cab. Then two nuns and the 
woman who helped to bring the lady out got into the 
cab with the lady. One of the nuns directed me to 
drive them to the South-Eastem Station at London- 
bridge, to catch the 8.30 Dover train, and told me that 
if I heard any screams from the lady in the cab, I was 
not to take any notice, but to drive right on, for the lady 
was mad. I took them to the station, as directed, and 
the lady was placed in a Bath chair and taken away. 
They asked me to call at the hospital in Great Ormond- 
street, and say that I had taken them safely to London- 
bridge, which I did. 

*' I am. Sir, yours, &c., 

''Sept 19." **A Cabman. 

--Daily Tdegraphy Sept, 20, 1864. 



X. 

" Sir, — I have watched the progress of evidence in the 
above case, and am surprised no one writes to say where 
the girl was brought from, nor did there appear to be any 
curiosity on that point expressed at the Dover investiga- 
tion. I was one of a crowd of people who saw a girl lying, 
as if stupefied, in a cab, which was standing for some time 
at the gate of the nunnery, or school, in Commercial-road 
G 2 
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East, on Tuesday evening, the 6th inst., and whose 
screams, I was told by the bystanders, were heart- 
rending before the cab came for her. She appeared to 
be of the age of sixteen, perhaps seventeen, dark- 
complexioned, but very pale. Her neck and face as 
far as the nose were tied round with a black shawl or 
wrapper, and she was held by two women, not 'Sisters.' 
There were also two men, apparently associated with 
the two women, one of whom rode away on the box of 
the cab ; the other retired into the * nunnery or school.' 
The latter person told me it was a case of ' fever.' I 
certainly do not believe she was insane. The forcible 
removal by two women, on the evening previous to her 
appearance at Dover, led me to believe that the girl I 
saw is the same girl that was taken on board the boat 
at Dover. My only reason for not writing sooner is 
because I did not see any account of the case till Friday 
last. 

" I am, Sir, yours, &c., 

" Sept, 19." '' A. A. 

— Daily Telegraph, Sept, 20, 1864. 



XI. 



" The medical officers of the Hospital of St. John 
and St. Elizabeth present their compliments to the 
Editor of the * Daily Telegraph.' In a leading article 
of the 17th inst. he has commented upon the case of a 
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patient who, labouring under insanity, was being con- 
veyed to an asylum in Belgium, and referred to her as 
having come from the hospital to which they are attached. 
They beg to be allowed to state that she was not a patient 
of the hospital, nor a member of its community of nursing 
sisters ; nor was she ever seen by the medical officers, who 
indeed only learned the occurrence from the notice in 
the papers. They understand the patient was merely 
at the convent for a few hours before proceeding to 
her destination. 

** iSS?. JokrCs and St Elizabeth's Hospital, 
47, Gfreat Onnond-street, Qtieen*s-sqiuxre, 
Bloomsbiiry, Sept 20." 

—Daily Telegraph, Sept, 21, 1864. 



XII. 

" Sir, — Will you allow me to ask, through your 
columns, what was the cause of the young lady's 
madness, and who certified that she was really mad ? 

*' I am, yours, &c., 

'' Sept^ir ''W. C. H. 

—Daily Telegraph, Sept 22, 1864. 
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xin. 
DOYEB. 

THE BELGIAN VICE-CONSUL. 

Owing to what appeared in the papers, or to informa- 
tion otherwise derived, the subject was brought by the 
Mayor of Dover before the Town Council of that 
borough. In doing so, the Mayor stated that ''it 
turned out from the evidence which had been so far 
collected, that the young person alleged to have been 
abducted was insane, and that she was being carried to a 
maison de sant$ at Bruges, a large establishment where 
insane religieuses were generally taken." 

Alderman Latham, who is the Belgian Vice-Consul 
at Dover, said he had made some inquiry into the cir- 
cumstances, because the vessel on board which this 
young person was taken was a Belgian vessel, and he 
thought the Belgian Government might become par- 
tially implicated in the transaction. He had ascertained 
that the young person " was heard screaming ' murder ' 
by persons in the next compartment of the railway- 
carriage in which she travelled, but on making inquiry, 
they were given to understand that the screams and 
cries proceeded from an insane person." When at 
Dover, she was borne out of the carriage, and led to 
the boat — 

" Certainly against her will, those having her in charge 
using considerable force, so far as force could be used 
by women. She continued to resist those who had her 
in their charge, but did not state any ground of com- 
plaint. The captain, who was upon the bridge, ob- 
serving what was taking place, immediately came down 
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and inquired by what authority the parties were bring- 
ing this young woman, who was, as had been stated, 
between the ages of sixteen and twenty, on board the 
packet. They told him that she was unhappily insane, 
and that they were conveying her to Bruges. Receiv- 
ing this as a satisfactory explanation, and the young 
person herself giving no intimation that she was being 
carried away for an improper purpose, the captain gave 
them the use of a deck cabin, where the girl remained 
during the passage, continuing very violent, screaming, 
and making a great deal of noise. On the arrival of 
the packet at Ostend, those who had charge of the 
young woman landed her under circumstances similar 
to those attending her embarkation, using, he believed, 
a great deal of force. It was true that she was taken 
to a maison de santS at Bruges ; and the nuns, he was 
given to understand, returned the next day to Dover. 
The authorities were taking steps to assure themselves 
whether the circumstances which had been disclosed 
were the true facts of the case, and to ascertain from 
the Home Secretary how far such proceedings were in 
consonance with the law of the land." — Protestant 
Magazine, October 1, 1864. 



DOVER. 
THE RECENT FORCIBLE ABDUCTION. 

At a Meeting of the Dover Town Council, held yester- 
day, the following letter was read on the subject of the 
late abduction of an insane female from this country by 
Catholic Sisters of Mercy : — 
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'' WhUehaU, N<n>, 15, 1864. 
** Sir, — With reference to the correspondence which 
has taken place respecting the removal to Belgium of a 
British subject, named Mary Byan, otherwise * Sister 
Theresa,* a Sister of Mercy from the Hospital of St. 
John of Jerusalem and St. £Uzabeth, No. 47, Great 
Ormond-street, Queen-square, London, I am directed by 
Secretary Sir George Grey to inform you that he has 
caused all the papers on the subject to be submitted to 
the law officers of the Crown, for their opinion as to 
the liability of persons concerned in such removal to 
prosecution, and that they have given it as their opini<Hi 
that the removal of t^e said lady from this country 
under the circumstances stated was illegal, and that all 
parties concerned in it are liable to an indictment for 
the offence of forcibly abducting her to parts beyond the 



" Inasmuch, however, as those concerned appear to 
have been actuated by no improper motives, Sir George 
Grey has intimated to the Lady Superintendent of the 
said hospital, who is reported to have superintended the 
removal, that he does not propose to institute legal 
proceedings in the present instance ; but that he con- 
siders it his duty to warn her of the consequences of 
taking part in any similar case which may hereafter 
occur. 

" I am. Sir, your obedient Servant, 

"H. Waddington. 
*' To the May(yr of Bcmr'' 

The Town Council discussed the letter at some length ; 
and Mr. Bees said, as the Secretary of State had declined 



to take proceedings against the parties who had thus 
violated the law of the land, he should use his influence 
with some Members of Parliament to bring the matter 
forward next session, for he could not understand that 
Sir George Grey could enter into the motives of persons 
to sanction an illegal act. 

The only practical result of this communication, 
however, was that the Mayor ordered the police to 
attend the arrival and departure of the steamboats at 
the Admiralty Pier, and, in case of any similar oc- 
currence, to prevent the embarkation of persons until 
the authorities had been communicated with. — 
Standard, Friday, N<yo, 8, 1864. 



Will no Honourable Member of the House of Com- 
mons move for any return of — 

1. All the correspondence between the Mayor of 
Dover and the Home Office ; 

2. All the papers which have been submitted to the 
law officers of the Crown, as referred to in this letter 
from the Home Office ; 

3. The opinion of the law officers ; 

4. The letter or other communication from the Home 
Office to the Lady Superintendent of the Hospital in 
question, and any reply thereto ; 

5. The Report, if any, in which it is intimated in the 
above letter that " the Lady Superintendent " " super- 
intended the removal " of " Sister Theresa " ? 
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XV. 

THE "DEEBY BUEIAL BOAED.— INTEEMENT OF 
NUNS AT THE CONVENT, NOTTINaHAM-EOAD." 

{Abridged from the ^^ Derby Mercury^' of Oct, 1, 1856.) 

A Special Meeting of this Board was held in the 
Guildhall at eleven o'clock on Monday morning. 

The Meeting was called by the Clerk in accordance 
with the following notice received by him : — 

" We, the undersigned members of the Burial Board 
for the parishes of All Saints, St. Alkmund, St. Michael^ 
St. Peter, St. Werburgh, Litchurch, and Little Chester, 
in the county of Derby, do hereby summon a Meeting 
of the said Board, to be held in the Grand Jury Room, 
Town-hall, Derby, on Monday, the 29th day of Septem- 
ber instant, at 11 o'clock in the forenoon, for the special 
purpose of taking into consideration certain information 
communicated to the Clerk to the Boai'd, with reference 
to an interment alleged to have taken place on Monday, 
the 15th instant, in the Eoman Catholic Convent burial- 
ground, Nottingham-road, contrary to the Order in 
Council, dated October 18th, 1854. 

" Dated this 24th day of September, 1856." 

Mr. Baker presided, and said, — It could not be 
pleaded that the offence in question had been com- 
mitted in ignorance, inasmuch as a copy of the Order 
in Council of October, 1854, had been posted upon the 
premises which were described as the Convent burial- 
ground, Nottingham-road. If it had been shown to 
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have been committed in ignorance of the requirements 
of the law, perhaps the Committee would not have 
thought it necessary to call so many gentlemen from 
other occupations to attend a Special Meeting ; but, as 
ignorance could not be pleaded, they had deemed the 
present course advisable. Mr. Feam, who had been 
for some time medical attendant at the Convent, was 
present, and had told him (the Chairman) that he was 
authorized by the Superioress to give an explanation of 
the circumstances under which the interment took place. 
Perhaps it would save time if this explanation was 
now made ; and he understood that Mr. Fearn, having 
other duties to attend to, was anxious to get away as 
soon as he could. 

Mr. Fearn said, that, having heard what had taken 
place at the convent, he called on Saturday, and had a 
long conversation with the Lady Superioress on the 
subject, and, from what she told him, it did appear 
that she really and truly acted in ignorance of the law, 
and that she had no intention of violating it. She stated 
that, some short time before the passing of the Burial 
Act, the Inspector of cemeteries called at the convent, 
and she pointed out to him the burial-ground in front 
of the convent— a piece of ground between the building 
and front wall. This the Inspector objected to, saying 
it was too near the road, and that he could not permit 
interments to be made there. He was then shown a 
piece of ground at the back of the premises, which had 
been used as a garden, and the Superioress expressed a 
hope that they would be allowed to bury there. The 
Inspector did not say whether she might or might not 
use the ground for this purpose, and she took it for 
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granted that they were allowed the use of it ; and the 
Sister in question had consequently been buried 
there. 

It was customary for Eoman Catholic nuns, he (Mr. 
Fearn) understood, to have their own place of inter- 
ment, and they did not like to be buried elsewhere. 
A gentleman present had said that there had been a 
number of interments at the convent. In answer to 
this, he might say, that altogether there had been three 
interments ; two of these were postulants, and were at 
the front ; the other one was at the back. He believed 
the deaths were not registered; but, as they were aware, 
these ladies were shut out from the rest of the world, 
and it was, therefore, excusable, for they were not 
likely to know the necessary forms to be gone through 
on such occasions. He had been requested by the 
Superioress, and also by the Eev. T. Sing, to state to 
the Board that such interments should not occur again, 
and that, if it was required, the body should be ex- 
humed and removed. Mr. Sing was quite ignorant of 
the matter, not being present himself, and he (Mr. 
Fearn) need hardly say that the interment was not with 
his own sanction. Mr. Gogerty, the junior priest, 
officiated at the funeral. 

The Chairman. — You say the Superioress was not 
aware that they were doing wrong. The lady might 
be ignorant of the law, but a priest was there, and he 
must know that they were offending. 

Mr. Barton. — Will you give an undertaking, Mr. 
Fearn, to remove the body now ? 

Mr. Fearn. — It is buried six feet deep, and cannot 
do any harm to remain where it is, but perhaps it 
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might be offensive if tsLken up at present. I am 
informed that it arose entirely through a misapprehen- 
sion ; it was done publicly in the middle of the day, 
and there was no attempt at concealment. 

Mr. Stone. — Mr. Fearn has brought his message in 
a very kind, gentlemanly manner ; but I feel it my 
duty to say that a portion of it, at least, has no founda- 
tion in fact. I was present with Br. Sutherland at the 
conversation with the Superioress, and I deny in toto 
that any sanction was given for interments at the hack of 
the convent. On the contrary, he said most distinctly 
that no interments could be allowed either at the hack of 
the convent or in front. There could he no mistake 
about it. 

The Rev. J. D. Massingham. — As to acting in igno- 
rance, that could not be. My clerk — the convent being 
in my ecclesiastical parish — received notices to post on 
the doors. He waited upon the priests, Mr. Sing and 
Mr. Daniel, who told him that there was no necessity 
for the order being posted, as they would take the 
document served upon them as a public notice ; but I 
told my clerk to fix it on the door nevertheless, and he 
did so. It would have been far more honourable for 
Mr. Sing and Mr. Daniel [the two Romish priests] not 
to have run away — to have been present themselves, 
and not have left the blame to the Irishman Gogerty. 
(Hear, hear) Besides, the interment could not be seen 
from the high road. 

A letter was read from the Rev. T. Sing on the 
subject. 

The Chairman. — The object this morning is to deter- 
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mine upon the course most desirable to take to prevent 
a recurrence of these unlawful interments. It is very 
highly important to the town that the law should be 
strictly maintained, as, if we permit an interference 
with it to one body of Christians, we must in common 
justice do so to other sects ; but it is my opinion that 
—though there can be no excuse on the part of those 
having had the management of this affair, from a want 
of knowledge of t^e law — as a pledge is given that no 
repetition of interments shall take place, that we should 
inflict the least amount of punishment, if punishment 
is necessary, that the circumstances of the case admit 
of. What we want is to maintain the law inviolate, 
and I think it particularly undesirable that anything 
should be said at this Meeting against Koman Catholics 
as a community. (Hear, hear.) It is an offence against 
the Act, and against the health of the town, and I 
should be sorry to hear any remark against the body 
with which those are coniiected who have committed 
the offence. (Hear.) I now call upon any gentleman 
of the Board to make any proposition he' thinks 
proper. 

Mr. Martin, with all deference to Mr. Feam, did 
not believe one single iota of the statement of the Supe- 
rioress as to being ignorant of the law. If that breach 
of the law was to be permitted to go without the full 
penalty being inflicted, they would do wrong. If they 
did not lift up their voice in the first instance against 
the violation, they might depend upon it they would 
have a repetition of the offence. He should move that 
body be exhumed and interred at the cemetery. If 
did not inflict the full penalty of the law, and have 
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the body exhumed, they would be doing an injustice to 
the country. 

Mr. Stone. — In a business like this we have not to 
look so much at inflicting punishment as to prevent a 
repetition of the offence. No doubt there has been a 
breach of the law, and perhaps it is a more serious one 
than many persons imagine. There have been ttoo cases 
be/ore this ; there may have been more, 

Mr. Payton rose to order. They had nothing to do 
with what had taken place before. 

Mr. Stone. — It is part of the question we have to 
consider. 

Mr. Barton agreed with Mr. Payton. They had only 
one case before them that morning, and they could not 
go back to others. 

Mr. Stone. — lam well aware what I am doing, and 
I shall not be put out by parties who have come here with 
a view of burking the matter. Two cases are known to 
have occurred, in which deaths Jiave not been registered 
according to law ; but we do not know how many others 
have taken plaice. And for this reason. They do not 
heap the graves up as do other religious bodies, to show 
where interments have taken place, but they smooth them 
down, so that in a few days any person passing has no 
idea that a grave has been dug at all. For this reason 
it is highly proper that a full inquiry should be made. 
If there has been a systemxitic violation of the law — if, 
instead of one, numbers have been thus buried— this in- 
quiry is imperatively needed ; but if this is the only case, 
I should be sorry for any punishment to be inflicted at 
all. Therefore I propose the following Resolution : — 

" That the Clerk be directed to communicate to the 
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Secretary of State the fact that an interment has taken 
place in the Roman Catholic Convent Burial-gronnd, 
Nottingham-road, contrary to the Order in Council dated 
October 18th, 1854, and that the Secretary of State be 
requested to institute an inquiry into the circumstances 
of the case." 

Mr. Fearn. — Was it before or after the Burial Act 
passed that the registers were not made ? 

Mr. Stone. — Before, but still it was an oflfence 
against the existing law. 

Mr. Fearn. — Then we have nothing to do with that 
question. I beg to second Mr. Stone's Motion, for I 
am sure there is no wish for concealment on the part of 
the nuns at the convent. 

Mr. Bakewbll. — Is there a stone or some mark put 
at the head of the graves ? I have been told that there 
is. 

Mr. Fearn. — I really do not know, but I think not. 
I think I should have seen it if it was so. 



Mr. Martin. — Are the nims not allowed to bury at 
the cemetery 1 

Mr. Steer. — Yes, to be sure they are. 

Mr. Martin. — Then why do they not do as other 
people ? 

The Rev. J. D. Massingham.— I think Mr. Stone's 
Motion just meets Mr. Martin s objection. We ought 
not to appear here as persecutors, but as officers 
charged with the due execution of the law ; and it 
would be a good thing, not only for Derby, but for the 
country at large, if the necessary inquiry was made by 
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the Secretary of State. There is no doubt -we have 
power to take such a step, and the publicity given to 
the proceeding will preveut a repetition of the offence. 

Mr. Bakewell suggested a slight alteration in Mr. 
Stone's Motion. He thought it quite right to make a 
report to the Secretary of State, but he did not think 
the circumstances of the case required that they should 
ask him to make an investigation. If the Eoman 
Catholics had denied the interment in any way the 
Board would be justified in taking a strong course, but 
when they at once admitted the fact, and said that 
there should be no repetition of the offence, he thought 
they should simply confine themselves to reporting the 
case. 

Mr. Moss should not object to this course, but de- 
manding an investigation implied that they believed 
the statement of the Superioress to be a fabrication. 

Mr. Stone. — No, no. It does not imply anything of 
the kind. We have found out three cases in which the 
law has been grossly violated. Who dare say there 
have not been a hundred more ? 

Mr. Barton. — Nonsense. 

Mr. Payton. — It is begging the question. 

Mr. Stone. — They just admit what they know is 
known to others, and it is an extraordinary coincidence, 
to say the least of it, that I should have known of two 
of the cases before, and should have asked Mr. Feam 
about them. I have no confidence in them, and before 
we let the case pass we ought to see that th^e have not 
been more of these interments. If it should turn out 
that there has only been the case in question, and that 
there has been some mistake, I should not press for any 
H 
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penalty ; bat if it sboald be proved that there have 
been other instances of interment I shoold not be satis- 
fied with a fine, bnt vote for the matter being taken as 
a case to the assizes. Yon know the ]aw has been 
broken iu three instances ; you do not know that it has 
not been broken in a hundred. 

Mr. Payton. — Mr. Sing asks for the body to remain 
for six ♦ months where it is, as by that time they will 
probably have completed the purchase of land for a 
cemetery. Otherwise I have no doubt they would have 
complied with your wishes, and removed it at once. 



* From the best information which I have been able to 
collect, it appears that three bodies were removed from the 
Convent Burial-gronnd in the months of November and 
December, 1^63, to the Nottingham-road Cemetery— viz., 
Teresa Smith, aged eighteen, who was buried in the Convent 
Ground 24th February, 1852 ; and Margaret Caroline Byan, 
age not given, buried October, 1852 ; and Jane Regan, but the 
date of her interment in the Convent Burial-gromid is not 
given. (See copy of Certificate, p. 102.) If these are the 
same as are here referred to — and there appears no trace of any 
others— it will be seen that, instead of six months, more than 
as many years were allowed to pass before the removal took 
place. Can no M.P. ask for the correspondence with the 
Home-office ? 

Is it not desirable also to know whether notice of death is 
given to the local Registrar in every case wh^re death occurs 
in any one of the many conventual institutions throughout the 
land? 

Whether burials usually take place in convent grounds? 
Whether the number and names of the inmates of the various 
coiivents and nunneries are properly returned -each time the 
census is taken ? 



■^ 
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Mr. Steer. — ^When the next sister dies, do you sup- 
pose they will put her into the back yard instead of the 
cemetery ? 

Mr. Patton. — No. They give you a promise such 
interment shall not be repeated, and there is no doubt 
about their keeping their word. 

The Amendment was then put by the Chairman, 
and ten hands were held up for it. 

On the original Motion being re-read, the Eev. W. 
F. Wilkinson asked if the word searchiTig, which pre- 
ceded the word inquiry, was necessary 1 — It appeared 
to him to be rather a hostile term. — Mr. Stone did not 
object to its erasure, and the Motion, as we have given 
it above, was then put and carried, seventeen hands 
being held up in its favour. 

At another Meeting of the Derby Burial Board, 
Nov. 12, the following is reported to have taken 
place : — 

THE LATE INTERMENT AT THE CONVENT. 

Mr. Martin asked the Clerk whether any further 
communication had been received from the Secretary 
of State respecting the illegal interment at the convent, 
Nottingham-road ? 

The Clerk replied in the negative. 

Mr. Martin thought the subject should not be 
allowed to rest. It was their duty as a Board to see 
that there was no infringement of the law by any sect, 
and he would vindicate none if they contravened the 
law. If the law was good, let it be obeyed — if bad, let 
it be removed from the statute book. 
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The Eev. E. M. Wade. — But it is a question whether 
as a Board we have any authority to institute proceed- 
ings. Besides, the matter is in the hands of the Secre- 
tary of State. 

The Clbrk, in reply to a question, said the letter of 
the Secretary of State merely acknowledged the receipt 
of his (the Clerk's) letter, and stated that an inquiry 
had been instituted. This was five weeks since. 

The Chairman advised Mr. Martin to wait until the 
result of the inquiry was made known ; and Mr. M. 
acceded to the suggestion. 



ENGLISH CONVENTS. 

** TO THE EDITOR OP THE ' DAILY TELEGRAPH.' 

" Sir, — There is a matter now passing illustrative of 
the statements contained in your correspondent's letter 
under the above heading. There now lies dying in a 
decline, so it is stated, if not already dead, in the 
nunnery at Hastings, a young lady, aged about twenty- 
five years, who has taken the veil and become a nun. 
In this her last sickness, her sisters (all Catholics) are 
denied access to her, under a certain regulation pro- 
pounded by Mrs. Connelly, the lady superior, and 
which I suppose is submitted to by her relatives out 
of respect to their religion, although they are converts 
from the English Church. The rule propounded is, that 
* no secular person can be admitted into the bedroom 
of a nun.' To real English feelings, there is something 
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very offensive and revolting in this distinction. The 
private part of the history is of no consequence to the 
public; it is merely introduced to authenticate the 
statement. The public question is, would a magistrate, 
upon application being made to him, grant a summons 
against the lady superior to enforce access to the young 
lady, if her near relatives required it ? As no one is 
admitted within sight of an invalid so situated, it is 
impossible to know in what condition she really is- 

" I am. Sir, yours, &c., " Z. 

''Nov. 19." 
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